FAYETTEVILLE JUNIOR HIGH BANDS

MEMBER HANDBOOK


INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this handbook is to inform and acquaint all students and parents with the Fayetteville Band instrumental program, which is available in our school system.

This information is in addition to the rules and regulations as stated in the Fayetteville Junior High student handbook.

In an effort to maintain high standards and to continue the tradition of outstanding accomplishment, all band members are requested to read this handbook thoroughly and to sign and obtain a parent’s signature indicating the fulfillment of this request.

PHILOSOPHY

The band program in Fayetteville forms a vital and important part of the total school life.  This organization represents a large, colorful, visible and highly disciplined segment of school groups.

School life and many programs and traditions of the school would seem dull without the presence of the band.  An appearance by one of the bands adds a great deal of color and life to the Fayetteville community.

Students in the Fayetteville Public Schools are given the opportunity to participate in the band program and to learn and progress musically as far as his/her abilities and desires allow.  If a student accepts the challenge, has the self-discipline required and feels his/her responsibility to the band, he or she will undoubtedly succeed.

ACHIEVING MUSICIANSHIP

The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual is attitude.  Students should use these two words:  “I WILL.” It takes intense dedication to reach goals.  Students should learn to discipline themselves to daily practice on long tones, interval study, and scales in concentrated and routine practice.  Again, the “right attitude” must be there, with sincerity, concentration, and dedication as the basic foundation.

Music is an academic discipline, but is not something that only the few especially gifted can appreciate.  Music is not something that is mysterious and difficult to understand, though it is a complicated science.  It is demanding, and only by great effort and disciplines, we can challenge the boundaries of our limited perception and really appreciate the beauty of life.

RULES OF CONDUCT

Discipline is a quality that must come from within an individual. Thus, each student is responsible for his or her own actions. A good organization is a well-disciplined organization. 

· Classroom conduct necessitates the attention of all students to the director, associate director or, in some instances, an intern or student officer who has been placed in charge of the class. Therefore, upon entering the classroom, no student is to distract from the teaching situation. It is in this atmosphere that the most valuable musical experience is realized. 

· Conduct outside the classroom or in a performance situation is a reflection on the student’s school and what it represents. When in doubt regarding proper behavior, read your school handbook or ask your director. 

· Students should not use inappropriate language at any time. If you have a question about what constitutes inappropriate language, ask your director. 

· Good discipline and a good attitude, as well as regular and prompt attendance at all rehearsals and performances, is mandatory in order to maintain membership in any band organization. 

· A student should make a point to scan the announcements for items that might pertain to him or her. 

· The office of the director, like any other office, is private. One may gain admittance by politely knocking. 

· Sound equipment, percussion instruments and their accessories, or any instrument other than his or her own are “off-limits” to students unless authorized by the director. 

· Members of the band are expected to take care of music. Music or folders that are lost, stolen, or damaged will be charged to the student at the end of the semester. 

· Students should be in their seats, warmed up and ready to play at the start of each rehearsal. Don’t wait to get your instrument out or to be seated. Be ready!

· It is a good idea to avoid dental and orthodontic work right before band concerts and contests. 

· When a conflict arises, a student should see the director promptly. If possible, contact should be made by the parent prior to the emergency. 

A schedule of performances will be available at the first of the school year (or earlier). A few performances may have to be added. We will announce all additional requirements well in advance so adequate plans can be made. 

Remember:  ALL PERFORMANCES AND REHEARSALS ARE MANDATORY!
Private Lessons

Private instruction is not a requirement in instrumental music; however, it is encouraged for all students who are willing to do additional work on their instruments. The musical enrichment derived from private lessons will aid the student’s understanding and practice of nuances not covered during a class situation. The director’s assigning of each individual student to the teacher who best fits the student’s needs is advisable. A list of recommended teachers is available from your director. 

SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENT POLICY

The Fayetteville Band Program owns a limited number of larger, more expensive instruments.  These instruments are assigned to students on the basis of ability and need.  Instruments furnished by the school are: French horn, euphonium, tuba, oboe, bassoon, bass clarinet, tenor saxophone, and baritone saxophone.  There is a $30 fee assessed for the normal wear and maintenance of the instrument for the school year.  All other band instruments are to be furnished by the student.  Consult the band director for help in this area.

Before receiving a school-owned instrument, the parent must sign a School Owned Instrument Contract, accepting the instrument and the responsibility for its care and maintenance.  It is the responsibility of the student and parent to return the instrument in as good a condition as received, excepting normal wear from use.  The instrument’s condition at checkout will be described on the SOI checkout form.

Once assigned, the instrument then becomes the student’s for the school year in which it is assigned.  Special permission may be given for summer use.  Carelessness is a major factor in causing a large repair bill for which the parents are responsible.  The assessed fee of $30 covers normal wear of an instrument that can be repaired during the summer months.

Maintenance varies depending upon the particular instrument involved.  Unnecessary and expensive maintenance can be avoided by making sure the instrument is cleaned and oiled regularly as well as taking care not to damage the instrument through carelessness.  Maintenance kits complete with instruction may be purchased through a local music store.

GRADES

Because performance is a critical part of participation in band, performances will be weighted heavily in determining the student’s grade.  All rehearsals and performances are mandatory.

Any unauthorized absence from a performance will result in the 9 weeks grade being reduced two letter grades (for a example, if a student is making a B in band and has an unauthorized absence from a performance, they will receive a D for the nine weeks). 

Any unauthorized absence from a rehearsal will result in a grade reduction of one letter grade. This includes night rehearsals and extra rehearsals that are called by the director. 

In addition to performances, students will be graded on a number of playing exams. Written tests are also given and these grades will be averaged with the performance grades and the student’s classroom performance. 

The following numerical grading scale will be used to determine the letter grade:
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60   –   69
D






  0   –   59      F  

In the unlikely event that a student is unable to maintain a passing grade in the band, improved student performance will become a prerequisite to continued enrollment within the band program. 
Participation Requirements

All rehearsals and performances are mandatory. Students are expected and required to participate in concerts, parades, pep assemblies, contests, sporting events, summer band practices, night rehearsals and other functions in which their respective band participates throughout the school year. 

The appearance of an organization in a public performance is to be considered the most important obligation of each student involved. Performance dates will be announced well in advance so that individual plans can be adjusted accordingly. 

Should a conflict arise, a student should see the director promptly. If a conflict with another school function arises, and the two sponsors cannot work out the conflict, the decision will be made by the principal. 

Failure to meet the participation requirements will impair the academic achievement of the student and his or her eligibility with the organization.

General Policies for Special Problems

Tobacco and Alcohol: School policy and state law clearly forbids the use or possession of these items. Penalties may include suspension from the band and/or school. Students with these items will be sent home from trips at the parents' expense. 

Candy, gum, pop, snacks, etc: At no time will these items be permitted in the band room or on the practice field. No food or drink is allowed on the buses unless special permission is granted. 

Playing your instrument at games, contest, etc.: All performing will be done in an orderly manner. You are not permitted to play unless instructed to do so. Failure to comply can result in disqualification from contests and may bring a penalty from the official at a sporting event. 

Assembling to perform: The band will assemble together and move in an orderly manner.

Bus requirements: When a bus is provided, all students will ride the bus to and from the event. This can only be adjusted by a parent signing out their son or daughter at the event. Only the parent has the power to do this and they must sign in person. If a parent is not available to sign, a letter from the parent to the principal is acceptable. This letter must be in the principal’s office 24 hours before the trip and the band director must receive a copy at that time. 

Financial Responsibility

Black Drill Master Band Shoes – The band will wear a uniform shoe for all performances. These will be ordered in August (for those that need them).

Band T-Shirt – Every student will need a band T-shirt for special performances. 

Uniform Fee – Each student will need to pay a uniform user fee for uniform maintenance. This fee is used to clean and take care of the uniform.  

SOI fee (School Owned Instrument Fee) – Students playing a school owned instrument will need to rent the instrument from the school.  Percussionists will also pay this fee and will be responsible for providing their own sticks and mallets for the concert season. 

The above list constitutes the most common fees that students and parents are responsible for paying.  Although rare, there may be other miscellaneous fees that may be charged to the student when deemed necessary by the director. 

STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK SIGNATURE FORM

I have thoroughly read this member handbook and understand its contents. I have also read the Schedule of Events and understand that all rehearsals and performances are mandatory. Should any question arise, I know to obtain the correct answer from my director. By signing this form, I agree to be bound by the provisions of this handbook. I am also aware that failure to comply with the traditions, policies, and procedures as stated herein might result in a loss of privileges. 

____________________________________________________________

Date

____________________________________________________________

Student Signature

____________________________________________________________Parent Signature

Do we have permission to put your child’s photo in the paper and on the band website?

YES                                      NO
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